


There are at least five qualities that a chemistry teacher
will need as we look to the future and the challenges
associated with providing a chemical education for all. These
include curiosity, competence, commitment, creativity and
compassion. The first four are more familiar to us than the

last, yet the newly emerging sense of compassion, the
humanization of science, is very important. It is this quality
that brings science into harmony with the society and the
Culture that it impacts daily and in a very personal way.
Curiosity is the spirit of inquiry, the asking of question, the
desire to know. Competence is the know-how, understanding
of chemistry and the ability to teach it with enthusiasm

and to bring the latest research results into the classroom .
in an effective way. Creativity is a special capacity within
each of us in varying degrees. It involves insight, intuition, -

the ability to make intellectual leaps, to see spatial
relationships, to transfer knowledge to new situations, to
think new thoughts, to develop ideas and to design and
produce new instructional materials, whether scientifically
or artistically based. Commitment means a sensing of the
values in chemistry as adiscipline and in the worth of a life
spent working with young people. To feel pride, satisfaction,
dedication and achievement and to exude enthusiasm.
Compassion is concerned with feelings, with concern for the
individual and with the interface between science and social
responsibility.
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