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srammuabical collocations m brackets before the
detimition, ke hope of / lor sth. The example
seftenves show you these patterns noa byl
comtext The words or phrases in dark type within
the examples are all bregquently used walth hope. 1

the mwamimg of the collowation is not ohyious there

Evab short explamation abter i brackets

Phe entry shosws how vou can express the
ideit od
& . inte hepe
[ I e el will mot suceeed
@ destroving hope
® oot ||Ll|!'l.'
® ncrcasing hope

® businge your hope on something

thereds e oy

o fitfe frope

hope /b up / n 1 [CU] ~ (of / for sth); ~(of doing sth /
that} a belief that sth desired will happen: Don & raise his hopes
too Righ or he may be very disappointed.  There is still a ray / |
glimmer of hope (ie a slight hope). He pinned (e based) all’

References:

Hornby, As, 1995, Oxlord Advanced Learner's
Dictionary of Current English. Sth edinon
by Jonaltan Crowther

Nunan Dasvid 19949,
Teaching and Learning, Newberg House
Hemle & Heinle Publishers

Stuard Redman, 1997, English Yocabulary in

Sccond Language

Lise, Cambrige University Press

The answers to the linking pairs on....
page are: vitally important; acutely aware;
heartily sick; deadly serious; supremely |
confident, highly successful; immensely

popular

Dedndinay ventr Deagre am
sihe g

™,

his hopes on getting that job, All our hopes were Mhu%;
shattered by the announcement. © It is our hope that you will
find this offer satisfactory. o She still cherished a forlorn hppe

of seeing him again, © She has high hopes (ie is very confdent)

desrroving liope

of winning. o They have giug‘fa up all hope of finding any more
f

survivors of the crash.  /

—.

el feat epf .l'.'r'jrlr

et Jresp thea wili aror

seteeril

e
- ie

=
=
|\

e
=



One way to help is the check yvourself with {put on. apply. release)
dictionary, If you look up a verh, vou will see the adverbs

commonly used with it
Collocation in Dictionaries

To discover which adjectives to use with a @ complain strongly or bitterly”

particular noun, look at the examples at the entry

for the noun, Typical adjectives used with the noun complain / kam'plein/v 1 ~ (to sb) (about/
are separated by a slash (/): of sth) (often derog) to say that one is annoyed,
unhappy or not satisfied: [V. that] Holiday -
makers complained bitterly that the resort was
filthy.

m?nm’i les moving |
MWHMME_
° M!‘ traffic o al
0 ke A X

{hitterly)

Grammatical collocations like prepositions are
shown 1 dark type at the beginning of an entry,
betore the definition. Where the pattern 1s optional,
it is given in brackets. Look at the example
(N, hard) senlences to see how the patterns are used:

If you look up an adjective, you will see what

nouns it commonly describes: compensation / kempen'seisn / n ~ (for sth)
(a) [U] the action of compensating:
plush what? Compensation of injured workers has cost the

company a lot.» Have you considered the manter
of compensation? (b) [U,C] a thing, esp an
amount of money, given to compensate for sth:
receive £5000 in compensation / by way of
compensation / as a compensation for injury. o
{hotel, restaurant) My job is hard, but it has its compensations (ie
Look at the examples in a noun entry to find out pleasant aspects that make it less bad).

what verbs can be used with it;

® plush (siso plushy) adj (infml) extremely
mm@ip  sipmaive, GABET O o

® using brakes’ Important collocations are pnnted in dark type

within the examples to help you learn and use them,

brake / breik / na device for slowing or
stopping a car, bicycle. train. etc: put on/ apply
elease the brake (s)

Look at the entry for hope shown below. At the

beginning of the entry you can see all the

-
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wrilten lexts by computer and to find out wiuch
words are typreally used wath wiich other
waoirds, The collection of texts which the
computer exanines s called a corpres. 1 we
dsk the connputer to search the corpus iand make
a o list tor us of which words are most olten
tsed with hair. i produces:

@ (one Black . devk, Drovar, car, erev, Mlonde,
st ped fore, caetv, diev, white, thirck. .

Fhe corpus shows us that the noun hair
combines with s nmge ol adjecuives descrnibing
s colour, length and textare. Tt also shows us
that thick i~ most olten used with another
adectives alter 1t and the most common
adjeetive is black.

N payattention o these following hsts
that are astadly parred with each verb:

being o criminal lawyer

heing i secret agent

working with animals

working as an artisi

doing Ireeling wrting

doing micrviews with lamous people

There are alse ¢lose associations between
certam adjectives and mtensiticrs (adverbs
which muhe an adjective stronger), The mos
cotmmon mtensifier is “very™, which s used
hetore pany adjectives. sometimes, however,
dospecial mtensiher collocates with a particular
LJLi_iL'L'lI\t‘.

Fook atthe following lists, On the left there
are seven ntensitiers and on the night seven
adjectives: See il you can hink the pairs that

collocate strongly with cach vthers,

vitally successtul
aculely popular
hearnly SCrIOUs
deadly importunt
supermely aware
highly sick
immensely confident

(the answers are at the botton of 58

Types up Collocation

In order o wrnite and speak natural and
correct English. you need 1o know, for example,
which adjectives are used with o particular
noun:
@ Can vou say hard traffic.

Which nouns a particular adjective 1s used with:
@ Whar sort of thing does the adjective plush
describe”
Which verbs are used with a particular noun;
@ tou know the word brake and thar brakes
cire wsed to stopy cars, ete, et which verhs

v wxed with brake !

Which adverbs are used with a particular verh:
® Do vou complam strongly or bitterly about
wnnethme?

You also need to know which propositions
dare used after particular verbs, adjectives and
NOUNSS
® Do vou ger compensation for somethmg or

of vomething”

How can yvou be sure that vou speak Tuently
and you wnte correctly?



What is

collocation e

Sl j Sy collocation L ladS otops el
Lo e ails el Ol <ol O3y 550k o IS
5 o a4 hace S |y ek 50 by S (el
I R L L g
a strong or a big smoker {Ju y 5 oad S A g ) ol
B 1l A2l b bl 6553 i 31 sl 2
o | c.;”hﬂﬂ\"}' smoker g3 15

R e iz
S s Tl yan by e 3 03 Wl e gla S L
. A8 C“J“ b aabiboas s U remptt lealad

According to Nunan, 1999

collocation is a form of lexical cohension
in which two or more words are related by
virtue of their belonging to a particular semantc
field.

In other words, when we learn a language.
we learn how individual words combine
together in phrases and sentences.

Therefor if we want to use a word naturally.
we need the other words that often go with it
(word partener). These can be very different
from language to language. For example, in
English we say: [ missed the bus. [not 1 lost the
bus]|

She made a mistake [not she did a mistake]

Does the following sentence sound right?

@ Meals will be served outside on the terrace
weather allowing.

o p/l-.--'
i —&;ﬁ ATAT T Dkt

L SN

It seems to be an acceptable English
sentences and the meaning is not very difficult
to understand;

@ Thev'll give us our meals outside 1f the
weather is eood enough,

However, it will sound odd to a native
speaker of English, because the common
combination is not, in fact, weather allowing
but weather permitting. This is something that
the native speaker knows which the learner,
unfortunately. has to learn. 1t does nothelp that
allow and permit have very similar meanings.
Only one of them, permit, is right in this
particular context.

The way in which words belong together as
weather and permitting do 1s known as
collocation we can talk about both:

® thick fog and dense fog

® thick smoke and dense smoke

® a thick forest und a dense forest

The meaning 1s the same.

But we do not talk about a person having

@ densehair,

This combination just does not sound nght,
even though it would easily be understood.
Dense does not COLLOCATE with hair. We
can only talk about somebody having thick
hair.

It is now possible to analyse real spoken and
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